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On Sept. 11, the UNA Lions took to the field against UT-Chattanooga. 
The game at Braly Stadium served as a return to sports and a more regular 

season of play for football and many of the other athletic activities that had 
been disrupted by the pandemic. The event also served as a very special 

commemmoration of the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on 
the Twin Towers and Pentagon. Members of the UNA military community were 

honored throughout the game, and a special firework show concluded the 
half-time performance that featured area high school bands and women singers/

songwriters. Read more about women in UNA Athletics on pages 44-47.

WITH A BANG
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Editor’s Note

Dear Friends,

Just as our last issue was arriving in your mailboxes, we at the 
University of North Alabama were oώcially launching the Year of 
the UNA Woman. For the þrst time, this also meant a launch party for 
the magazine, a public celebration of 150 years of admitting women 
to our beloved institution and shouting that from the rooftops.
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From silent discos and sunset yoga to the annual Lucky Dip and Big Deal, Mane Month 
returned to campus for the Fall õ21 semester, and students were all in, participating in events 
that were new and diύerent and, mostly, outdoors. Mane Month organizers said their goal 

was to reinvigorate campus and students for a semester that was more typical than had been 
experienced recently as a result of the pandemic. The excitement was palpable, particularly with 
the addition of the Year of the UNA Woman. Una, the female mascot, was omnipresent, and many of 
the organizations hosting events pivoted to include the Year of the UNA Woman theme, including 
the Scavenger Hunt hosted by the Women in Business Registered Student Organization.

7PHOTO ESSAY: MANE ATTRACTION

MANE ATTRACTION
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UNA equips alumnae for life beyond graduation
By Michelle Rupe Eubanks ’96  |  For The UNA Magazine



11COVER FEATURE: ALUMNAE IN ACTION

What is it about the University of North Alabama and growing students into thriving 
adults? Are all universities this special, this adept at forming relationships and 
equipping students to succeed? Of course, there are those who say this happens 

everywhere, at campuses across the country, with each class of students that matriculates. 
I disagree. This is unique to UNA. Our story is singular, one-of-a-kind even. Historic. And 
that story begins with each individual who enrolls.

It is almost as if thereõs something special in the 
water, that the legend of the Lucky Dip is s a se tho↔ 
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Miracle Osborne
Q: When did you graduate from UNA?
A: I graduated from UNA in the Spring of 

2016. I postponed my graduation a year when 
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Q: When did you graduate from UNA?

A: 2010.

Q: How did your time at UNA inÿuence your 
current career path?

A: I was the student who changes majors a few 
times because I had multiple interests but could 
never land on something that felt long-term. That 
was until I met Dr. Bill Huddleston, who helped 
me gain some clarity and understanding. He 
started introducing me to opportunities that, as a 
þrst-generation student, I never knew about much 
less thought were possible. Having an advisor 
who took the time to know me and then open new 
doors was a game-changer. I went to graduate 
school and pursued a degree in something that 
felt so taboo at the time. Nonproþt Management 
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Sarah Ann Evans
Q: When did you graduate from UNA?

A: December 2015.

Q: How did your time at UNA inÿuence your 
current career path?

A: Coming to UNA was the tipping point of 
a major life change for me. I knew I loved the 
Shoals, but during my time as a student it became 
home. I think there are a lot of times where people 
set out to know what they want to do in life, and 
I struggled to land on what that was, but I never 
struggled to know where I wanted to be. I moved 
away for a year after I graduated, but I realized 
even if I didnõt know what I wanted to do, I 
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Rising country music star Rachel Wammack õ16 says that during 
her freshman and sophomore years at UNA she had a hard time 
þguring out what she wanted to study. She even changed her 

major þve times. But it was Wammackõs professors in the Department of 
English who helped her to þnd her voice, she said. 

òThank the Lord that right before I started 
my junior year, I tried out the English program, 
because I loved words,ó she said. òI wasnõt a big 
reader back then, but I loved poetry and linguistics 
and the classes where you looked at how sentences 
go together, and analyzing literature was just so 
interesting to me. It makes sense since thatõs what I 
love to do as a songwriter.ó 

Now Wammack is returning to campus in 
March to perform in concert for the Year of 
the UNA Womanõs Weekend of Women event 
celebrating the schoolõs 150 years as a co-
educational institution. 

òThe fact that it has been 150 years of women 
being admitted to UNA is incredible,ó said 
Wammack, òand to be a part of that legacy is 
such an honor. Iõm really excited to go back and 
bring some light and celebrate. I couldnõt be 
more honored to be a part of the Year of the UNA 
Woman.ó

The Weekend of Women event is scheduled for 
March 10-12 and will feature panel discussions, 
exhibitions, and a concert by Wammack on Friday, 
March 11, at Norton Auditorium on the UNA 
campus. Concert tickets are available at  
una.edu/unawoman. 

Founded as a teachersõ college in 1872, UNA 
was the þrst four-year institution in the southeast 
to become a co-educational institution. 

 “We wanted an event that would be indicative 
of the scope of the celebration and a nod toward 
150 years of admitting women, and doing so in 
the Southeast 20 years before the next institution 
of higher education,ó said Michelle Eubanks õ96, 
publisher and editor of the UNA Magazine and co-
chair of the Year of the UNA Woman Task Force. 

The celebration begins the evening of Thursday, 
March 10, with the lighting of Harrison Fountain, a 
campus tradition. 

The following day, on March 11, UNA will have 
a Future Lions Day for Early College students.

òThis will be a great opportunity for students to 
get an up-close look at UNA and see exactly how 
they, like Rachel, can begin their story right here,ó 

Eubanks said. òThat evening, weõll shift gears for 
her concert. Weõre so proud of Rachel, and we 
wanted to bring her back to celebrate her talent 
with all of us, and that concert will be open to the 
community,ó Eubanks said. 

Future Lions Day will include an Experiential 
Learning Fair with hands-on activities from salsa 
dance lessons to ceramics and a turn at the pottery 
wheel. 

The evening of Saturday, March 12, the 
Weekend of Women will continue at the 
Tennessee Valley Museum of Art in Tuscumbia in 
neighboring Colbert County where the community 
can come and listen to music written and 
performed by women composers and musicians 
on the faculty in honor of the Year of the UNA 
Woman. In addition to music, an art sale will take 
place featuring works by students in the College of 
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òI remember my mom telling me that 
your degree is something no one can take 
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Dixie said it began with an inventory of 46 
boxes of photographic materials provided to 
the UNA Archives by former staύ photographer 
Shannon Wells. UNAõs yearbook, The Diorama, 
which stopped publishing in 2020, was another 
source of materials, as were the archives of UNAõs 
student newspaper, the Flor-Ala. 

Again and again, she said, she ran into the 
challenge of years of materials abruptly ending, 
and this often meant searching through numerous 
þles and photographs, looking for those images 
that caught her eye.

“Trust me. This process was tedious at times, 
frustrating,ó Dixie said. òMaking sure the scanned 
images matched the exact number in the image 
inventory took a lot of time and energy. At times, 
I felt that some may not like the images I selected, 
or the reader might wonder why I had not chosen 
other images instead. As I look over the almost 
500 images I have selected, I feel that the spirit of 
the UNA Woman is shown in them all.ó

Dixie knew UNAõs archive was small, and, as 
such, she began to see the process of compiling 
and organizing the þles as a way to build on the 
collection in place.

Year of the UNA Woman Task Force Co-Chair 
Dr. Jeύrey Bibbee agrees.

“This book project gave us a wonderful 
opportunity to digitize many of the images found 
in the UNA Archives and Special Collections, 
and now we get to share this rich and diverse 
collection with the whole UNA family,ó he said.

Still, Dixie said there were some surprises 
along the way.

òFrom the projectõs perspective, I did not 

realize how young womenõs athletics and 
organizations are here at UNA,ó she said. òThere 
were several organizations for women in the õ50s 
and õ60s, but it wasnõt until the early 1970s that 
the University had its þrst womenõs athletic team. 
Thatõs only 50 years ago, maybe a little less than 
50 years.ò

The 1970s would see not just the advent of 
womenõs sports at UNA. It would also see its þrst 
woman appointed to its Board of Trustees, the 
þrst female athletic scholarship named, and the 
þrst female African American faculty member 
hired in the English Department.

Dixie said it gives a diύerent perspective 
on the University she attended as an 
undergraduate and is attending for her 
graduate degree, particularly during the Year of 
the UNA Woman. 

“So much has changed during these last 
150 years, and I hope our younger generations 
realize how inÿuential women have been in our 
progress as a University,ó she said. òI also hope 
that each reader gets a sense of the achievements 
and accomplishments that so many women have 
made not only here at UNA, but also in politics, 
educ!
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THE YEAR OF THE UNA WOMAN COMMEMORATIVE BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE IN JANUARY.
 VISIT UNA.EDU/UNAWOMAN TO PURCHASE YOURS.
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCES, AND ENGINEERING
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student. After classes and 
on weekends, I was waiting 
tables at the only diner in my 
hometown to help pay my 
familyõs bills.

Despite our þnancial woes, it 
was never a question whether Iõd 
go to college. My momma had 
told me since I was a little girl 
that I could be the þrst woman 
elected President of the United 
States.

And though Mommaõs 
dreams for me were far-fetched, 
at best, our family never doubted 
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COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCES, AND ENGINEERING

inadequate, until Dr. Sanders and 
so many other educators taught 
me to see the world from diύerent 
perspectives.

Itõs hard for me to believe that 
a place where my þrst experience 
was a ÿat tire I couldnõt aύord to 
þx has led me to a career where I 
get to be a voice for the voiceless.

My younger sister, Erin 

Remkus, also found a passion for 
helping others while studying 
at UNA. Now sheõs getting a 
masterõs degree in social work.

Since I moved back to Florence 
this summer, Erin and I have 
spent a lot of time chatting on 
her front porch. We spoke about 
the many women who helped us 
succeed at UNA ð the ones who 

believed in us and invested in 
us, the ones who pushed us to be 
better and supported us when we 
didnõt believe we could do it.

For that, we are forever 
grateful.

No matter where we go, 
Florence will always be home. 
UNA will always be a part of  
us. 

ASHLEY REMKUS ’15 RETURNED TO THE UNA CAMPUS IN FALL ‘21 TO VISIT WITH ONE OF HER MENTORS, DR. PAT SANDERS ‘82, CHAIR OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF COMMUNICATION. REMKUS WON THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR NATIONAL REPORTING EARLIER THIS YEAR.
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Building bridges
Mentors provide lifeline for students
�%�\���*�D�L�O���$�O�O�\�Q���6�K�R�U�W
For The UNA Magazine

The mentors. They are those trusted individuals we turn 
to for sage advice, insight, and guidance. They provide 

perspective and wisdom, and they cheer us on toward our 
goals and aspirations. 

But according to the 2018 Strada-Gallup Alumni Survey 
òMentoring College Students to Success,ó fewer than half 
of the college graduates polled, 43 percent, said they agreed 
or strongly agreed that they had mentors during their 
undergraduate years who encouraged them to reach their 
goals. 

Moreover, a 2019 Strada Education Network Gallup 
poll concluded that having a mentor in college is one of six 
experiences in college that leads to higher engagement and 
greater well-being on the job.  

Tori Bottoms, 23, of St. Joseph, Tenn., who earned her 
bachelorõs degree in marketing at the University of North 
Alabama in 2020, said that during freshman year, UNA 
Associate Professor of Marketing Dr. Erin Gillespie became her 
academic adviser and has been her mentor since. Bottoms is 
enrolled as a student in the MBA program.

òDr. Gillespie helps me make sure that Iõm putting my 
all into whatever Iõm doing but also pausing to take time for 
myself as well,ó she said. 

Even in graduate school, Bottoms said she still turns to 
Gillespie for advice whenever she has to write papers or create 
presentations for class. 

òShe has more of an insight because sheõs already been 
there,ó said Bottoms. òSo when opportunities arise, I run them 
by her and ask, ôWhat do you think about this?õ ôDo you think 
this is a strong move for my future?õ or ôHave you been in this 
situation before?õó

Bottoms, who will graduate this December, said Gillespie 
was especially helpful when she launched her job search 
during her senior year. Bottoms eventually landed a job as a 
recruiter for UNAõs online MBA program. 

TORI BOTTOMS, LEFT, SAID DR. ERIN 
GILLESPIE HAS BEEN A POSITIVE 
INFLUENCE ON HER PROFESSIONAL LIFE.
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AS PART OF THE WOMEN IN BUSINESS PROGRAM, STUDENTS HEARD FROM LOCAL 
FEMALE ENTREPRENEURS ABOUT HOW TO EXCEL IN BUSINESS.
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ELEMENTARY EDUCATIONI MJOR AND COLLEGEY OFEDUCATION N
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While educators do complete 
their education by earning 

degrees and certiþcations, the 
learning never stops. Often, the 
educators who teach other aspiring 
educators how to teach learn 
important lessons from the same 
students theyõre leading.

Thatõs what happens at Kilby 
Laboratory School, where college 
students hoping to become teachers 
can learn from the best and put their 
skills to the test. 

òI love watching conþdence 
grow in those UNA students. They 
come in a little shy, unsure, kind 
of timid. After a few weeks and 
a few experiences, they come out 
of here very conþdent,ó said Dr. 
Eric Kirkman, director of Kilby 
Laboratory School. òWe want 
everyone to come here and see what 
þrst-class teaching looks like. We 
donõt just throw them to the wolves.ó 

Kilby acts as both a public 
elementary school through Florence 
City Schools and a laboratory 
where UNA students can practice 
teaching, working with children, 
and even volunteer their time in the 
classroom. 

Preparing students to be skilled 
educators and leaders is part of 
UNAõs legacy; itõs at the heart of it. 
The University was the þrst state 
teacherõs college south of the Ohio 
River and the þrst in the Southeast 
to admit women. That legacy has 

allowed women to create a tradition 
of mentoring other women, and that 
tradition got its start in the College 
of Education and Human Sciences 
and continues across campus and 
within each division. 

Dr. Kimberly Greenway, who 
serves as UNAõs Vice President 
for Student Aύairs, is on the front 
lines of student mentorship. Former 
students have described Greenway 
as the òprincipal of collegeó thanks 
to her work in student conduct, 
so sheõs had a front-row seat to 
teachable moments with students. 

òAs an administrator, it is my 
job to help students be successful. 
Seeing students in a moment of 
growth, and knowing that that will 
impact their future growth, and 
that they can then turn around and 
impact the future growth of other 
people, itõs a success for them,ó 
Greenway said. òBut in a way, itõs 
a success for all of us. And I get to 
be part of that success. Itõs really 
fulþlling to me as an individual as 
well as a professional.ó

Professors, student organization 
leaders, and administrators like 
Greenway can provide students not 
only the support they need to earn 
their degrees, but they can also give 
students valuable knowledge and 
advice theyõve gathered through 
their own experiences in the þeld. 

Shanise Allen, an elementary 
education major and ambassador 

for the College of Education and 
Human Sciences at UNA, said 
knowing she can learn from her 
professors and mentors helps relieve 
some of the stress of choosing a 
career and entering the workforce. 

“I love mentorship, and it 
deþnitely has helped throughout 
college to make me feel less stressed 
because I know thereõs someone 
there to help me and guide me,ó she 
said. òItõs so helpful just knowing 
that I have someone there for me, 
and that theyõre also rooting for me 
in everything that I do throughout 
my time here.ó

While students have much to 
gain from their professors and 
administrators, sometimes the 
students teach the teachers, Kirkman 
said. 

òUNA students are studying the 
most recent educational trends, the 
most recent tools for technology and 
things of that nature. A lot of times 
when they come and conduct our 
mini lessons or clinicals, our Kilby 
teachers are sitting back taking 
notes. It becomes kind of a give-and-
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The inÿuence of a professor or university administrators can 
inÿuence some students to pursue education as a career. Thatõs what 
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ANDERSON COLLEGE OF NURSING AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

for ACONHP, said she was inspired to help students 
þnd their place in medicine two years ago after 
attending a medical mission trip to Guatemala and 
meeting some of UNAõs nursing students. 

“In nursing school, the foundation is started, 
but you have to build upon that for it to be stable. I 
feel like thatõs why some people, when they get out 
of nursing school and they start their jobs, change 
careers because they donõt have someone that has 
that patience and grace to help them grow and 
mature into a seasoned nurse,ó Jantzen said.

After she got home from the trip, Jantzen started 
working as an adjunct faculty member at UNA. 
She also started working as a preceptor for nurses 
at her pediatric clinic in Tuscumbia. Preceptors are 
other doctors or nurses who allow student nurses to 

work underneath them to get hands-on experience 
in a real-world healthcare environment, Jantzen 
explained. 

These hands-on experiences oύer students an 
opportunity to apply the skills theyõd previously 
only read about or watched in class. They also give 
students a look into real working relationships with 
other doctors and nurses, said Danielle Pettus, who 
plans to graduate from UNA with her BSN degree 
this year. 

For Pettus, having the support of professors and 
other professional nurses has been crucial. 

Most of Pettusõ time in nursing school has been 
during the pandemic, which means her professors 
have had to þnd creative ways to conduct clinicals 
while also keeping up with the changing protocols at 

STUDENTS IN THE ANDERSON COLLEGE OF NURSING 
AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS USE THE SIMULATION LAB 
IN HARRISON HALL AS PART OF THEIR COURSES AND IN 
PREPARATION FOR REAL-WORLD SETTINGS.
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UNA SENIOR VICTORIA SCHAFER CONSOLO WILL GRADUATE IN MAY 2022 
FROM THE DELORES AND WELDON COLE HONORS COLLEGE WITH A 

BACHELORS DEGREE IN NURSING.
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GROWING,

GROWING,

	 GONE
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UNA female athletes shine after graduation
�%�\���7�D�\�O�R�U���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���·���������¶���� | For The UNA Magazine

As the University of North Alabama Athletics is entering its last year 
of the transition between NCAA Division II and NCAA Division 
I sports, womenõs sports at the university are looking toward 

growth for their female athletes both in the competitive arena and in their 
professional lives.

òWe experienced tremendous success in our þrst two years of the 
transition. We then graduated þve seniors, and the pandemic struck,ó 
said Missy Tiber, UNA Womenõs Basketball coach. òLast year was one of 
growth. Our extremely youthful squad overcame great adversity and was 
able to play the entire season.ó

Now, most of the players who represented UNA Athletics through 
the transition have graduated and moved on to pursue success outside of 
athletics. These days, the focus of UNA Athletics is on supporting those 
successes by helping the players as they navigate their way through 
college and beyond.

Kenysha Coulson was one of those players who was integral to the 
womenõs basketball team throughout the transition years. Now a recent 
UNA alumna, she kicked oύ her þrst year of graduate school at UNA in 
Fall 2021 and serves as the Graduate Assistant for Womenõs Basketball. 
She said the team culture is one of the reasons she chose to pursue a 
graduate degree at UNA.
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òI built my character here ð the 
character that does the right thing 
even when no one is watching. 
Because of that, I learned how to lead 
in the correct way, both on and oύ 
the court,ó she said.

Coulson said Coach Tiber helped 
her to become mentally tough ð 
something she struggled with when 
she þrst came to UNA. Not only that, 
but Tiber inspired her to become a 
coach herself.

òAll my life, I wanted to become 
a nurse,ó Coulson said, but Tiberõs 
leadership and the experiences she 
had in the athletics program made 
Coulson change her mind and switch 
majors sophomore year in order to 
study kinesiology.

“Now, I want to give girls the 
opportunities I had. I want them 
to build the lifelong relationships I 
built,ó she said.

The idea that success stretches 
beyond the scoreboard seems 
standard across other womenõs 

sports programs at UNA. Womenõs 
Softball Coach Ashley Cozart said 
her goals as a coach go farther than 
winning tournaments and raising 
GPAs, though those ambitions are on 
her mind, too. 

“I want to be that coach that can 
help our team win on the þeld but 
also be at their graduation ceremony, 
their wedding, meet their kids, and 
be a part of their lives even after they 
leave UNA,ó she said.

Kara Nix, a recent UNA graduate 
and former cross country runner 
embodies the product of this 
commitment as she was recently 
named to the 2021 College Sports 
Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA) Division I Womenõs Track 
& Field/Cross Country Academic 
All-America team. She was 
chosen for the honor based on her 
performance in both the classroom 
and in athletics. For her successes, 
she credits the leadership of UNA 
Womenõs Cross Country Coach 

Jeremy Provence and the athletics 
department as a whole.

“People in the department saw 
skills in me far before I ever did, and 
they had a great way of bringing 
out those strengths within me. I left 
having achieved athletic accolades 
far beyond what I ever dreamed,ó 
she said. 

Nix, a Muscle Shoals native, said 
she hopes to return to the area after 
completing her education in order to 
serve the community as a physician. 
The support for UNA Athletics 
from the local community was a big 
part of why she succeeded during 
her time at the University, she said. 
“I think the investment from both 
the community and the leadership 
within the athletic department 
has allowed for womenõs sports to 
thrive.ó

She said UNA is unique because 
it oύers the academic support of a 
small college and the advantages of a 
large college athletically.

KENYSHA COULSON, ABOVE, AND KARA NIX, RIGHT, SAID UNA ATHLETICS PAVED THE WAY FOR THEIR SUCCESS AFTER GRADUATION.
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Teamwork is also a big part of 
any successful athletics program. No 
doubt, each coach has her own style 
of instilling a sense of camaraderie 
within each athletic team on campus. 
For Cozart, this looks like love.

“Our culture has to be strong. We 
have to be a family who loves and 
cares about each other þrst. Love 
is a huge part of our culture,ó she 
said. “We love each other and come 
from a place of gratitude. We are 
comfortable and conþdent, and it 
helps us be the best we can be.ó

As Cozart begins her ninth year 
of coaching at UNA, she knows what 
success looks like for her team, and 
success for her personally is about 
more than what happens on the 
softball þeld.

“I think looking at the big picture, 
we want every day to get better in 
all aspects of our program on and oύ 
the þeld; get a little bit better every 
day and always be moving forward,ó 
she said.

Personal growth is also on Tiberõs 
mind as she coaches her players 
through some of the most important 
years of their lives. Team culture 
plays a large part in making sure her 
players feel supported, loved, and 
pushed to perform their best.

ò[My goal is] to provide our 
young ladies with an environment 
that fosters growth as a person 
and as a player through structure, 
discipline, and love. Building and 
sustaining a culture is something 
that you have to work hard at each 
day,ó she said.

Both Tiber and Cozart agree that 
the DI athletics transition will put 
an even greater emphasis on team 
morale and motivation.

ò(The transition to DI) has 
opened so many doors for our 
female athletes as far as funding, 
resources, branding, media attention, 
and so much more that has really 
been exciting to see. We have been 
able to play on the SEC network and 

ESPN+, and have been able to play 
in some amazing stadiums in front 
of big crowds that we had never 
experienced,ó she said.

Not only has the transition to 
DI increased funding and media 
attention, it has also given UNA 
athletes a deeper sense of self-
conþdence in all aspects of their 
lives.

“I think the investment from both 
the community and the leadership 
within the athletic department has 
allowed for womenõs sports to thrive 
right alongside the menõs sports,ó 
Nix said. “It never felt as though 
womenõs sports were given fewer 
opportunities, which isnõt always the 
case elsewhere.ó

According to Cozart, for womenõs 
sports especially, how the players 
feel is how they play, and itõs easy 
for women athletes at UNA to 
thrive when they feel comfortable, 
supported, and understood. 
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MAKENZIE BULLARD CREDITS HER EN-
DOWED SCHOLARSHIPS WITH ALLOWING 

HER THE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW AS A 
STUDENT LEADER ON CAMPUS.
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I þrst met Makenzie Bullard in the 
fall of 2019. I remember being a 
timid freshman, taking in all that 

came with being a new member of the 
Student Government Association and 
feeling at ease when she came and 
introduced herself to Freshman Forum. 

At the time, she was serving as the 
Pro Tempore of SGA Senate. Wearing 
a blue pant suit, she embodied the 
leadership and conþdence I strived to 
achieve. Before serving as Pro Tempore, 
she was the Vice President of Freshman 
Forum. From the stories I heard, she 
was everything a leader should be: 
kind, dedicated, and visionary. 

Makenzie went on to become the 
Secretary for SGA Senate where I got 
to serve alongside her as a senator. 
As I grew into my place on campus, 
I followed Makenzieõs guidance and 
experience. In everything she did, she 
seemed to do it with ease. 

There has never been a time when 
Makenzie did not stand up for what 
was best for the students of UNA. She 
said she could not have done that and 
the many other things she has done as 
a campus leader without the þnancial 
support she received from an endowed 
gift to the University.
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Lifetime Achievement: Ann Berry ’78 (not pictured)
Alumni of the Year: Dr. Stephanie Wagoner Teichmiller ’84
Friend of the University: Megan Lovelace Dye
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WelcomeWelcome
HOME



P H O T O  E S S A Y  :  H O M E C O M I N G  2 0 2 153The University of North Alabama celebrated 
Homecoming this fall, bringing back some 
of the traditions that had been missed in 

2020 and in the abbreviated Homecoming that 
took place in March of 2021. The night-time pep 
rally at Foundersõ Hill brought together students, 
alumni, and friends of the University for a special 
celebration of this yearõs theme ð Year of the UNA 
Woman: Heroes, Legends, Trailblazers. Students 
also integrated the theme into their window 
paintings, pomping displays, and Homecoming 
parade ÿoats. Students Bryce Austin and Shanise 
Allen were crowned UNAõs Homecoming King and 
Queen during the pre-game festivities. The Lions 
would go on to win the game against Robert Morris 
University, 42-31.
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Attended/Did not graduate
Kayla Nizamis was inducted into the 
Marion County Sports Hall of Fame.

1970s
Dr. Patricia Roden ’75 was inducted into 
the North Alabama Athletics Sports Hall 
of Fame. 

1980s
�'�U�����3�D�W���6�D�Q�G�H�U�V���·������won an international 
podcast award from the Broadcast 
Education Association. 

�$�Q�Q�H���&�O�H�P���:�K�L�W�D�N�H�U���·������was appointed 
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Sesqquicentennial Class Notes

�$�O�D�Q�D���3�D�U�N�H�U���·������was named 
Assistant Vice President and 
corporate communications investor 
relations associate of CB&S Bank.

�$�Q�G�U�H�D���5�D�W�F�O�L�~���·������was named 
Teacher of the Year at Westside 
Elementary. 

�'�H�E�R�U�D�K���+�R�R�G���*�D�X�W�L�H�U���·������was 
named Assistant Dean for Juris 
Master Programs at Florida State 
University College of Law. 

�5�K�R�Q�G�D���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W���·������was 
named Executive Director of the 
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